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JoHN HOADLY, LL D. & 
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(The Subject of which adorns the Neighbourhood of his 


Rectory of Sa INT Mary's, SOUTHAMPTON) 


Is with ſingular Propriety, 


As well as particular Eſteem, 


Inſeribed 


By his affectionate Friend, 


The Author. 
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A SHORT ACCOUNT 
O F 


NE T LEV AB B E V. 


A S Hampſhire 7s one of the eighteen Engliſh Counties, 
of which, as yet, no general Hiſtory has been written 
(though the City, College, and Cathedral of WINCHESTER, 
as well as a few other conſpicuous Situations, have found 
Employment for ſeveral able Pens), a ſhort Account of 
the venerable Piece of Antiquity, which gave Riſe to the 
following Poem, may not prove unacceptable to the Reader. 


Feu, indeed, are the Materials by the Aſiſiance of which 
it is compiled ; and the little Merit it may be allowed to 
claim, is that of having collected ſome ſcattered Particulars 


together, ſeparating as much as poſſible the fabulous and 
hiftorical Traditions concering its Fate, fince the general 


Diſſolution of Religious Houſes in this Kingdom. The Taſk, 
mconfiderable as it may be, is at leaſt, I hope, performed 
With 


9 ne. er .-; — —-— — —— — 


3 ; 
with Fidelity; and, every one acquainted with the Place, 
will wiſh, like the Author, that more ample Records had been 
extant. Buck has engraved a View of its Ruins, though, 
I think, not ſo accurately as he has executed others. The 
Frontiſpiece to this Publication is faithfully .taken on the 


Spot from the Eaſt End of the Abbey, a Point of View, in 
which it makes the moſt pictureſque Appearance. 


The Remains of NeTLEY, or rather LETTELEY ABBEY 
{though it paſſes at preſent by the former of theſe Names) are 
ſituated in the Pariſh of Hound a, on the Eaſtern Side of 
the SouTHameToON River, between that Town and Calsnhor 
Caſtle. In the Year 1239 b King HENRY III. founded it 
as a Monaſtery for CisTERClan © Monks from Beaulieu d, 
and commended it (ſays TANNER) to the Patronage of Saint 
Mary and Saint EDbwARD. That it was firſt dedicated to 


2 Vide Ecton's Liber Valorum.. 

Annal. Waverley and Annal. Parcolude MS.. 

Not Auguſtin Friars, as Speed. 

Annal. Parcolude MS. Beaulieu (five de Bello Loco) was founded * King 
John, in the Fifth Year of his Reign, for Ciſtercians. He had treated the Or- 
der before in that Neighbourhood with the utmoſt Cruelty, commanding his. 
Cavalry to trample their Perſons under Foot ; but being terrified by Viſions, and 
prevailed on by thoſe about him, he made them this ſhort-liv'd Atonement ;. 
for ſoon aſter repenting of his Generoſity, he renewed his former Severities, 
and perſecuted them to Extermination. Vid. Monaſtic. Tom. I. 
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1 
the former of theſe is ſufficiently plain from the Charter of 
King Henkvy, but that it was at any Time conſecrated to the 
latter ſtill remains to be proved. The Words of the King's 
Charter run thus, Confirmamus Deo et Eccleſiæ SAN CTR 
Maz1z de Loco SaNcTI EDwaARDI, which implies no more 
than a Grant to Saint Mary's Chapel at Fdwardſtow, or 
Saint Edward's Place. It is not improbable (as Lettely 
had been enriched by Donations previous to that of its laſt 
Founder that ſome Structure had been raiſed there before by 
EDwaRD, or was conſecrated to him, and that HExNRVY only 
renewed the Foundation, as he afterwards rebuilt WesT- 
MINSTER ABBE Y, which (as this might have been) was the 
Work of Tas ConressoR, his favourite Saint, The Arms 
of the ſame EDwakb are till viſible on ſome Parts of the 
Roof and Walls of the Chapel. 


As this Abbey is diſtinguiſhed by various Titles in the old 
Records, &c. from which this ſcanty Information concerning 
it is obtained — as NECTELEYE®, LETTELYf, EDwARDSTOW E, 


* Nedeleye ſuper Mare. Angl. ſacr. I. 505. | 

Locus Sancti Edwardi quam Moderni Natale vacant. Madox's Exchequer, 
p- 469. Natale. MS. Tax Lincoln. | ; 

* Monaſt. Ang. and Leland De leto Loco. Speed. 

8 Godwin, in the Life of Peter de Rupibus, Biſhop of Winchefter, whom he 
makes the Founder, as does Leland, Collect. I. 69. He might intend, or did 
perhaps begin this Monaſtery, but died 5th July, 1238 ; and hence Weaver 
makes this Biſhop Peter Founder of the Priory of Adward/iow, in Suffolk. 


B or 


| 

| 

| 40 7 
| 


(|| or de Loco Sancti Edwardi juxta Southampton, f 7s worth 


while to remark, that of theſe, the ſecond in Order ſeems to 


|| | be the Name by which it paſſed in the Founder's Time, as 


LETTELEYE or LETTELEGE b, was one of the Manors which 
ö were confirmed and ſettled on it, in the Grant already men- 
| tioned. A daring Etymologiſt, however, may go yet farther 

back in Search of a Juſtification for its preſent Name of 

NeTLEY, as CAMDEN informs us, that in the Year 508 

Cexpic King of the Weſt-Saxons engaged the Britons, and 
BY conguered NATANLEOD their King, and from his Name a 
| Traci of Land reaching to the Site of this Place was jo 
called. It is, however, more probable that the King's Name 
Was NATAN or NaTa, which by the Addition of leod 
_ {Saxon) i. e. Country, fignifies the Tract or Country of 
| NaTan. But this is only Conjecture. 


; Sir WiLLiam DucpaLs, who has preſerved the Charter 


| of HENRY III. dated in the 25th Year of his Reign [A. D. 
y M 1251), has given with it a ſubſequent Grant from Joan DR 
| WaRkENNA Earl of SURRY in 12 525 confirming @ former 
* one of RocGtr DR CLARE, originally made in 1242, which 
| was nine years antecedent to that of the King, in whoſe par- 
x 

ö ; . It is not mentioned, in either Charter, by the Name of Letteley, though 
Bl it is ſo called in the Title to that of Henry III. 

| | ticular 
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ticular Grant may former ones ſeem to have been included i. 
The firſt Grant from Roctr Ds CLARE coft the Abbey 300 
Marks ſterling, and the Ratification of it from JohN vs. 
WaRENNA 20 more. About the Time of the general Diſſo- 
lution of religious Houſes, there were in the M. onaftery an 
Abbot and twelve Monks *, whoſe Poſſeſſions were then valued 
at 100 J. 125. 8d. per Annum, Ducpats. 1601. 25. 9 d. 2, 
SeEED. The Site is ſaid to have been granted 28th of 
HENRY VIII. zo Sir William PAULET. 


The next Information J receive, is from an interleaved 
Almanac | for the Year 1665, formerly belonging to Lady 
Frances Ducie, only Daughter to Francis Lord Seymour Baron 
of Troubridge, the third Grand/on to the old Earl of Hertford, 
who married Catharine Grey, on who/e Account he was im- 
priſoned nine Years in the Tower. By one of ſeveral Me- 
morandums which that Lady had made, it appears that 


NeTLEY was anciently a Seat of this Mobleman, at whoſe 


particular Deſire the ſaid Francis Lord Seymour's firſt Wiſe 


1 


ſicut Cartæ Donatorum, quas inde habeat, rationabiliter teſtantur. 
Cart. Hen. III. 

& MS. Corp. Chriſt. Coll. Cant. 

! This Almanac (with a Cabinet of Medals, and ſame other Trifles) 
deſcended to the Author by Inheritance. Frances the Second Daughter of 
Charles Lord Seymour, mentioned in the Memorandum, being marricd to Sir 
Ccerge Hungerford his Great Grandfather. 


B 2 lay 


lay in there of Charles Lord Seymour, ſecond Baron of 
Troubridge, Lady Ducie's Brother, who was chriſtened in 
the Chapel of that Houſe, which was till preſerved, and ſet 
apart for ſacred Purpoſes. In the fixth Year of Edward VI. 
when the Earl of Hertford was about 13 Years of Age, there 
paſſed an Aci which gave to the Crown moſt of his Dignities 


and Lands, eſpecially all ſuch as were purchaſed by the Duke 
his Father after 32d Henry VIII. when by a private Act the 
Lands, by him fo purchaſed, were ſettled on the Iſſue of his: 


ſecond Marriage. It is not, therefore, unlikely that NETLEy,, 
and the Eftate about it, might have been one of the Appendages 


70 the Earldom of Hertford, or Barony of Beauchamp, both 
of which (after he had been deprived of his Honours, &c.) 
were conferred on him by Queen Elizabeth, in the firſt Year 
of her Reign, two Days before her Coronation. At fuch a 
Diſtance of Time it is become impoſſible, with any Degree 


of Certainty, to account for the Means by which Eſtates ſo 


often changed their Poſſeſſors; as many of the /maller Channels, 
through which Succeſſion naturally devolved, or was by: 
Force diverted, are cloſed by Time. Under ſuch Diſadvantages 
could the Search be revived, we ſhould remember the Taſk muſt 
be more often undertaken in Obedience to the Caprice of 


fruitleſs Curioſity, than executed to the Satisfaftion of ra- 


tional Enquiry. 


IF hat 


E 

What is hitherto mentioned en various Authorities (hich 
the Reader will find particularized at the Bottom of theſe 
Pages) as to the Antiquity, Founder, &c. of LETTELEY : 
Abbey, is all that can be depended on as Truth, WiIILIs, 
indeed, (who, like his Brother Antiquarian PECK, was po. 
/efſed of a happy Credulity) has crowded a Page or two in his 
Hiſtory of Mitred Abbies, with every Circumſtance of every 
old Woman s Story he could meet with; but, fince the Periods 
already ſpoken of, we find no authentic Anecdote that might 
ſerve the Purpoſe of an Enquirer into the ancient Hiſjory of 
the Place, except from a MS. Note to a Copy of the firſt | 
Edition of Tanner's Wotitia Monaſtica, which Jays, that the 1 | 
Manor of North Wigh, Oxon, was held of NeTLEy Abbey j 
at its Diſſolution. 


For all that can be ſuperaddea, we are ſcarcely indebted to a 
Record more faithful than that of common Tradition; and the 
moſt that can be collected even from thence, is, that the Abbey 
has deſcended through the Hands of various Owners of various 
Ranks, Setts, and Profeſjions, and bears the Marks of the ſeveral 
Depredaticns of them all. A PURITAN, inthe Reign of IAuESs I. 
{no leſs diſlinguiſhed by his Sordidneſs of Diſpoſition, than Se- 
verity of Manners) is ſaid to have defaced many of its Or- 


naments, and to have intended the Demolition of the whole. 
| but,, 


| 1 | | = 
| but, while he was giving Orders to his IVorkmen, was: criſhed 
to Death by the Fall of Part of the Building. The Heap 
of Stones under which he is ſuppoſed to lie buried, is flill pre- 
1 tended to be ſhewn. Superſtition made its proper Uſe off this 
Fable, and was very probably the Means of protecting the 
Fabric, till ſomeEarL or HUNTINGDON (at what exact Period is 
uncertain, though we can account for the Connection between that 
and the SzxwouR Family) fitted it up for a Place of Reſidence, 
and deſecrated the whole, by converting Part of the Chapel 
into a Kitchen, and other Offices. In this State (though in 
what Hands we know not) the Abbey might continue till about 


ry 
"" 
Gt 
* 
* 4 
2 4 ; 
J 
2 oY © * 
1 
* 
i 
IF : 
1 
as 
-3 
4 
.*" 
7Y L 
** 
. 
* 
1 
1 
* "2 0 
4-7 
"+4 
1 
KJ 
4 
2 
'S 
7 * 
4 
— 
wy 
* 


the Year 1700, when Sir BakTLET Lucy, the Owner, di/- 
poſed of ſuch a Part of the Materials, by Contract, to Ma- 
ſons, Plumbers, Carpenters, &c. as they could carry away in 
a limited Time. Theſe People are ſaid, by the M eioblours, 
to have been viſited by Judgments, proportioned to the different 
Degrees of their imagined Sacrilege. After this, the Right 
of Poſſeſſion devolved to HENRY CilieT, Eſguire, from whom 
the late Mr. DUMMER made the Purchaſe. 


That ſo little ſhould be known of thoſe who were in Succeſſion, 
Maſters of a Place like this, will not appear unaccountable 
to him, who conſiders that the Owner of an Eflate is the only 
Perſon poſſeſſed of its Credentials, or immediately concerned 
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in the Preſervation of its Records. Thoſe to "whom bere- 
ditary Tenures deſcend are not often ſolicitous about more 
than their Value, fitting down to enjoy them with neither the © 
Power to extend a Search into remoter Apes themſelves, ora 


Wiſh to promote Enquiries after the. Number or Quality of 
their Predeceſſors. So eaſily is that permitted to be forgotten, 


which no lucrative Views engage us to redeem from Obſcurity.. 


The Pride of Families is not always the beſt Security for the 
Faithfulneſs of genealogical Dedufions. Greatneſs is leſs 
ready to diſcloſe the Sources from whence its Riches flow, than 
zo ſwallow their Streams; and Titles of Splendor, in a Pedigree, 


too often bluſh at their Approximation to provident Ingenuity, 
or ſucceſsful Trade. Hence it often happens, that in the 


oftentatious Accounts of Families, none but thoſe whoſe Names 
can confer Honour in their Turn, are admitted to a Place; as 


in contracted Maps the little Villages are paſſed over, and 


the Road appears to conduct the Traveller only through a 


Series of Market Towns, and Cities of Extent and Fame. 


The Situation of NETLEY ABBEY 7s ſuch as would natu- 


rally have been choſen by thoſe who wiſhed at once for Solitude 


and Convenience. The-Abbey Lands were its Boundaries en 
all Sides; and the SOUTHAaMPTON River ſupplied it with many 
Meceſſaries, at the ſame Time as it leſſened the Frequency of 


Communication 


o * - r * i. a 


Communication with the buſy Part of the World. The Spot 
14 where it flands is alt ſurrounded with beauti// ul Woods, 
| || which ſlope gradually to the Edge of the Sea; and its Proſpeci, 
„ both by Land and Water, are equally extenſive and delight- 

ful. There are fill viſible, at ſome Diftance from the 
If Building, large Mounds, which were thrown up as Heads 
to Ponds, calculated for the Preſervation of Fiſh, and as Re- 
fervoirs for freſh Water. The Form of Part of the Moat is 
preſerved, though that of the whole 1 tructure cannot be jo 
exaftly aſcertained. The Chapel (like almoſt all others of the 
ſame Age) was built in the Form of a Croſs, having a Wave, 
and Side Iſles, with others interſefting them between that and 
the Choir. Its higheſt Pinnacles are ſaid to have been for- 
merly Sea-M arks; but at preſent no Remains of them are 


diſcoverable. The Form of the Refectory and Kitchen are yet 
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Wit preſerved. 4 
j Before I cloſe this Introduction, I cannot but remark : 
= | how natural it is for thoſe who have fixed on any Subject, 


* which 1s in itſelf local and unimportant, to offer previouſly ſome 
| Account of it, ſuch as may tend to elevate it in Conſequence, 

| or force it into Obſervation. Of this Meceſſity every one in 

1 

milar Circumſtances is too well convinced ; for the ſame Ob- 
| þ 5 for the ſame 


1 that ſeemed n. with many pleaſing Ideas to the 
Writer, 
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Writer, may be ſo treated as to prove barren of Entertain- 
ment to the Reader; and the Moment of Enthufiaſm is more 
often incident to the inadvertent Writer, than the ſober 
Critic. The Author, who now abides the preſent Cenſure, 
may be thought too preſumptuous in offering an Apolog y for 
that which may prove too inconſiderable to intitle itſelf even 
to the Reprehenſion of the Public. 


Tf, however, this little Poem (which was firſt publiſhed in 
1764) has received confiderable Alterations and Additions, 
the Author begs it may be underſtood that neither the one, 
nor the other, were made in Conſequence of any ſuppoſed Merit 
of its own, but merely to preſerve the Memory of an Ancient 
Ruin, which has alternately ſuffered from Weather, and the 


ill Taſte of its Owners, to ſuch a Degree, that they who ſeek 
it, a few Years hence, may find it only in the following 
Deſcription of its Situation.and Beauty. 
= | Wkly | 
warren AT NETLEY ABBEY, In MAY 2793. p 
VESPERS, oft in days remote, 
Waſted with religious forces 
From yon Abbey's roof would float, 85 # 7 
And arreſt the veſſel's courfe, LAG | 
Mute is now that ſacred * 
And alone the ſeaman's Hail, 


Steering to ti heich· bins ide, b oy 
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NETLEY ABBEY. 


SL RY @ © 


A..N 


# 9 ee . 0 
e e * WI IE" + 
* * * * 64 ” N 


\ h 5 * FL 1 a pe EP AP A . 8 6 


halcyon Calm has lull'd the wat'ry Plain, 
Th' unmoving Canvaſs flags beſide the Maſt, .} | 


A 


The gliding Bark ſcarce cleaves th' unruffled Main, | 


Tho' fond Impatience bids each Zephyr haſte. 


Such Stillneſs yields this gen'ral Hour of Reſt ; 3 | 


2 
— 


Such peaceful Waftage to the Saint is giv'n, p 


When, from Life's Tumults haſt'ning to be bleſt, 4 


He meets the Smile of unoffended Heav'n | 


Now light upſprings the Breeze, the Sails unfold, 
The ready Crew the fav'ring Gale improve, 
The ſun- bright Current flames with waving Gold, 


And each broad Shore and Foreſt ſeems to move. 
C 2 I hall 
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I hail at laſt theſe Shades, this well-known Wood, 
That ſkirts with verdant Slope the barren Strand, 
Where NETLEy's Ruins bord'ring on the Flood 


Forlorn in melancholy Greatneſs ftand. 


How chang'd, alas! from that rever'd Abode 
Grac'd by proud Majeſty in ancient Days, 


When Monks recluſe theſe ſacred Pavements trod, 


And taught th unletter'd World its MaxER's Praiſe | 


Now ſunk, deſerted, and with Weeds o'ergrown, 


Yon proftrate Walls their harder Fate bewail ; 


Low on the Ground their topmoſt Spires are thrown, 


Once friendly Matks to guide the wand'ring Sail. 


The Ivy now with rude Luxuriance bends 
Its tangled Foliage through the cloiſter'd Space, 
Oer the green Window's mould' ring anal aſcends, 
And fondly claſps it with a laſt Embrace. - 


Where 


L a * 


Where burn the gorgeous Altars laſting Fires? A 


Where frowns the dreadful Sanctuary now? 
No more Religion's awful Flame aſpires | A 


No more th Aſylum guards the fated Brow! 


No more ſhall Charity, with ſparkling Eyes 
And Smiles of Welcome, wide unfold the Door, 
Where Pity liſt'ning ſtill to Nature's Cries 


Befriends the Wretched, and relieves the Poor! 


No more theſe hoary Wilds, theſe dark ning Groves, 
To vocal Bands return the Note of Praiſe, 


Whoſe Chiefs (as ſlow their long Proceſſion moves) 


On the rear'd Croſs with Adoration gaze | | 


And while to neighb'ring Waves, th' unwonted Show, 
Each parting Bough, and op'ning Glade reveals, 
The awe-ſtruck Sailor checks the haſt'ning Prow, 


Suſpends his Oar, and wonders what he feels. 


” 
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Thus muſing, oft I pace the moſs-grown Iſle, 
Each low-brow'd Vault, each dark Receſs explore, 
'While the bleak Wind howls through the ſhatter'd Pile, 


Or Wave hoatſe-murm'ring breaks along the Shore. 


N o-other-Sounds, amid theſe Arches heard, 
The death-like Silence of their Gloom moleſt, 
Save, the ſhrill Plaints of ſome unſocial Bird, 
That ſeeks the Houſe of Solitude to reſt. 


Save, when their tinkling .Leaders.to the Shade 
Of theſe cool Grots invite the fleecy Folds, 
Where oft-the ſated Ox ſupinely laid 
With lowing Herds a.diſtant Converſe holds! 


Or where the Gothic Pillars ſlender Form 
(Unequal to th' incumbent Quarry's Weight) 
Deſerts its Poſt, and reeling to the Storm, 


With ſullen Craſh refigns its Charge to Fate, 
While 
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While the ſelf-planted Oak within confin'd . 


(Auxiliar to the Tempeſt's wild Uproar) 


Its giant Branches fluctuates to the Wind, 


And rends the Wall whoſe Aid it courts no more. 


Here too (Belief could old Tradition claim) 
Where ſwells the rocky Mound in ſhapeleſs Heaps, 
(His Name forgot, his Guilt divulg' d by Fame) 
Some rude. Diſmantler of this Abbey ſleeps. 


Long, long in Thought the: patient Earth he curs'd, 
That bore the Fabric's then unbroken Spires ; 
Long wiſh'd the Pow's to bid Volcano's burſt, 


Or call from Heav'n thought-executing Fires. 


„Wide wave (he cry'd) all bright with golden Grain 
The neighb' ring Vales, While this proud cumb'rous Maſs 
For many a barren Furlong. chills the Plain, 

« And draws with idle Zeal fs come that paſs: 
* « No 


[ 24 1 
No more the Vot'ties of each time-ſhook Pile, 


« A; Ruin's Heirs, ſhall call theſe Shades their own, 


c For blazon'd Arms explore the pageant Ile, 


<< Or ſearch dark Regiſters of faithleſs Stone.” 


He ſpoke —reſolv'd. —The menac'd Arches frowm d, 


The conſcious Walls in ſudden Confli& join'd, 
Cruſh'd the pale Wretch in one promiſcuous Wound, 


And left this Monument of Wrath behind. —— 


Scenes ſuch as theſe, with ſalutary Change, 


Oer flatt'ring Life their Melancholy caſt, 


Teach the free Thoughts on Wings of Air to range, 
O' erlook the preſent, and recall the paſt! —— 


Here pious Beadſmen, from the World retir'd, 
In bliſsful Viſions wing'd their Souls to Heh; 
While future Joys their ſober Tranſports fir d, 
They wept their erring Days, and were forgiv'n. 


* 


Their 


LJ 


Their blameleſs Race ſucceeding, in theſe Cells 


Ere Death impos'd the Leſſon, learn'd to die; 
Alike forgot, no rais'd Memorial tells 
In which lone Spot their kindred Aſhes lie ! 


Mute is the Matin Bell, whoſe early Call 
Warn'd the grey Fathers from their humble Beds ; 
No midnight Taper gleams along the Wall, 


Or round the ſculptur'd Saint its Radiance ſheds ! 


No Martyr's Shrine its high-wrought Gold diſplays 
"nl bid the wond'ring Zealot hither roam : 
No Relick here the Pilgrim's Toil o'erpays, 


And cheers his Footfteps to a diſtant Home 


Still Twilight now its Shade advancing throws, 
Faint in the Weſt the Day's laſt Bluſh is ſeen; 


On Night's dim Front the Star of Ev'ning glows, 
And gilds with diſtant Beams the ſolemn Scene. 
TS Illuſion 
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IIluſion now re-peoples all the Void, 


From Death recalls the venerable Train 


(Whoſe Thoughts no more Earth's trivial Cares employ'd) 


To tread their ancient Bounds, and weep again. 


Swift as her Waſh th' embody'd Shades appear, 
Oer Paths much chang'd with doubtful Step they walk, 
Each Eye rolls faſt the viſionary Tear, 


And liſt ning Fancy thinks ſhe hears them talk. 


e Say, revrend Forms, in Contemplation's Hour, 


< While Life ſerene its golden Current roll'd, 


* 


W 4 


Did no kind Warning, no prophetic Pow'r 
This ravag'd Manſion's future Woes unfold ? 


* 


* Did ye ne er think the Page of Joy would cloſe? 
Ne'er dread a royal Plund'rer's mighty Hand ? 


* 


4 


1 


ov 


Your exil'd Order's yet unnumber'd Woes, CR, 


e Their Name .extinguiſh'd, and their Rites prophan'd ?” 


Silent 


5 


Silent they paſs, then fading like a Dream, 
To ſeek their lone unhonor'd Graves return, 
Vet fleeting they bequeath a Sigh, and ſeem 


With me theſe violated Groves to mourn.— 


Von parted Roofs that nod aloft in Air, 


The threat ning Battlement, the rifted Tow'r, 


The Choir's looſe Fragments ſcatter d round, declare, 


Inſulting Tux, the Triumphs of thy Power! 


Shall Man, unwarn d, ſurvey with preſcient ſmile 
Of long Futurity the plann'd Abode — 
Vain Augur, turn! — behold where ſinks the Pile, 
A Monarch rais'd in Honour of his God! 


Lo lies that ſceptred Founder's holy Head, 
Whoſe Virtues bade theſe friendly Walls aſcend ; 
Applauding Angels grac'd his dying Bed, 


And Hope's bright Dawn roſe cloudleſs on his End! 


=. Lamented 


L 
Lamented Prince] —for Mercy's Taſk he knew, 
The Reins of lengthen d Empire gently ſway d? 
He rais d the ſuppliant Tribe his Sire o'erthrew, 


And round his Bier each grateful Convent pray'd. 
> . 


Not fo retir'd fell Ionx's indignant Soul 
4 For him no Vos the Doom of Heav'n oppos'd; 
1 | Inſulted Priefthood:mix'dth envenom'd Bowl, 


It 
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|| And Death his Eyes in howling Anguiſh clos d. 
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"my: Unſteady Ruler of a Nation's Helm, 


Long ſtruggling Freedom o' d thy hard Command; 
Till fierce in Arms thy. Bazons hook the Realm 
And tore THE CHARTER from thy wav'ring Hand! 


nn 


Peace guard their Duſt | their Merits Glory crown! 


Too far their Worth. tranſports- the roving Muſe, 
Who kindles at the Tale of old Renown, Sl 
Nor dares. the Strain to Liberty refuſe, — 


And 


WEEDS 
And now—farewel, ye Walls, ye Roofs fublime, 
Ye length ning Choirs, a venerable Gloom 
And when, like you, your Poet bows to Time; 
In yon dim Cloiſter yield his Aſhes Room! 


His Hopes ne'er roſe to emulate the Dead, 
Whoſe dear-bought Trophies crowd the venal Fane, 


Where ſculpturd Mans may wreath the Coward's Head, 
Or TxuTn's bright Form oer perjur'd Duſt complain. 


Midſt Life's gay Scenes your calm Retreats he lov'd, 


_ Your wreſted Pomp his artleſs Numbers mourn 


Where led, by Choice; his penſive Footſteps rov d, 


May Friendſhip place, and you protect his Urn! 


Could aught yet more endeat your circling Wood, 
It is, AxpzLIA I. unconſtrain d and —_ - | 
That here, reflecting on Lites Sum of Good, by 5 | 
My Breaſt firſt heav'd an anxious Sigh ee! [ 
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You too, Ys Fair, of neighb' ring Scenes the Grace 
(Whoſe envy d Praiſe the Bard advent'rous ſeeks), 


Once deign to viſit this ſequeſter d Place, 
Inſtruction's Voice amidſt the Ruin ſpeaks ! 


Whence claim they Praiſe, theſePiles which ſtrewri on Earth 
A ſteril Burthen) mock their former State? 
"Tis from Remembrance of their youthful Worth; 


They once were beautiful, they once were great! 


Thoſe Charms alone ſurvive that deck the Heart, 
Command Reſpe& which growing Years increaſe, 
Bloom when the Roſes from the Cheek depart, 8 
And ebbing Life's tumultuous Raptures ceaſe | 


| Forgive the Muſe, if with preſumptuous Love 
She wooes your Ears t'attend her moral Lay; 
Left faithleſs to themſelves your Pleaſures prove, 
And uſclefs Time ſteal unimprov'd away | 


Fof 


F- 
For know, your Boſoms feed a Flame as * 


As cheers a dying Cross lateſt Hour; ; 
A youthful Ammon warms to lead the Fight, 
Or lights a Jutivs to the Goal of Pow't ! 


Oh! truſt not then the Force of radiant Eyes 


Thoſe ſhort-liv'd Glories of your ſportive Band. 


Pleas'd with its Stars, though laughing Mora ariſe, 


A ſteadier Beam meridian Skies demand 


Reflect, ere (Victor of each lovely Frame) 
Tui bids th' external, fleeting Graces fade, 
Tis Reaſon's Baſe ſupports the nobleſt Claim, 

Tis Senſe preſerves the Conqueſts Beauty made 
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ERRORS. 


P. 1 5. Line 13. expunge the word often 
P. 22, Line 13. for Pillars read Pillar's 
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